[T T 4 7T OFEKRERE

10H 20 HAfrYH Nation f&iZ. EEEHBNHEEHBS(APIC)D TRV -
U 7R E AR K VEFA LR AN Y VREDOT T 4 TR
HEHNEOFAKRBRFEEICET IR FL2BHL VD LEZA, HEUTOLE
B0,

1 HROKREMEZRL LD LT H2HAROFEEET, 77477 T
FHEKFIRRER AT BRI BB 2 5 L T 5, AR AR L,
BIZESEDWO T A TKMIE « kS AT LEME LT, WY AT LT, FHEET
P &2 kEZHAAL, BORCHBRTHEZ D L5 IR 7 TEYIRT,

2 WOTAIZ, BMENEZ D KMERRE LT, BAEKENZFEZIET 51213,
B U THUISIIHEARR AR BT L E R LT, £72. WO T AL, MKEENIR S
TWDBEEIZBWT, AOHEME BRI L KFEREE->TNDH I &
AW LTZ, &5, FKFAERM Y AT & EHEKRKILY 2T 20, RO
WTHORNE, BEIZLVZ ORI —NUETHD &R,

3 WOTAICLD L., FUKBRHAY AT LAOENIL, KEBRA 7T THE
FARETHLE VI, WOTAD VAT AL, KB 27 AEFICHE ) R E
a R b, B, BEAMEZEB CTE2LDZETHD, 22—V —CRFEICED
T g VE =M ORI E DS A T T AT P ER
1T BB AT F AL T FIZ—EfTbI D, LLERRL, BITEO HAD
AEBED 2 FHVMEEETH L Z b H VD, HRO—EFREIZEB T, FFAEKD
FHICIIEBET 2 RN EDZ ETH D,



2022/10/31 9:17

Antigua test
project for

recycled water

k

A JAPANESE

START-UP COMPANY
with an interest in
solving the world's water
shortage issues is testing o ;
the reusable waters in i
Antigua before looking A
to move into the rest |
of the region in a few
years’ time.

Co-founder and
vice-president of
intubation of the
eight-year-old WOTA,
Ryo Yamada, says the
water systems will first
be rolled out in Japan in
about two years before
the company enters the
Caribbean market.

Yamada was
speaking as he gave
a demonstration of
the water treatment/
purification system
to journalists on the
Association for Promotion
of International
Corporation’s Journalism
Fellowship in Japan
on Tuesday.

WOTA’s system will take grey
water — water from the shower, taps
and washing machines — treat and
purify it, and pump it back for use in
the same shower and taps.

Another system, which is still in
the developmental stage, will recycle
water from toilets and kitchen sinks.

“We have ongoing conversations
with Antigua and Barbuda. But I
think small island nations, in general,
have a variation of water problems
in very compact areas. So I think
it (the Caribbean) is an ideal place
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JOURNALIST with the Gleaner Newspaper, Andre
Williams, trying out the hand-washing station
which recycles used water while journalist from the
Solomon Islands Ofani Eremae looks on.

{Pictures by Heather-Lynn Evanson.)
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for us right now to demonstrate our
technology and show that we can solve
these problems,” Yamada noted.

“Because you're a small country
you have very limited fresh water
resources and in many of these island
nations there is population increase,
and also because there is tourism that
drives water demand.

“So there is always the stress
on how we provide water for the
population and provide for tourism.
And, at the same time, there’s
a lack of infrastructure in general,”
he added.

Yamada explained that the
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system uses a lot less energy

than desalination in its processes,
though the technology was similar
to desalination.

“That’s what makes it better
compared to desalination as a water
source,” he said.

In addition, the company has
dispensed with the need for a
major infrastructural work in the
installation of its system.

“Right now due to population
growth and changes in lifestyle,
water demand is increasing several
per cent a year. On the other hand,
water supply is diminishing because
we have climate change which is
changing precipitation patterns
and we have quite a lot of water
pollution which is ruining fresh water
resources,” he said.

“To solve this, our approach is to
make small infrastructure instead
of these big systems where we build
these large treatment plants and then

CO-FOUNDER and vice-president of intubation at the eight-year-old WOTA,
Ryo Yamada, explaining the processes behind the water recycling system.

connect that with pipes.

“We make something that is very
compact that can be installed in each
home to essentially have a water cycle
for each home, and by doing that, we
think we can reduce the installation
cost, the installation time and the
environm ental impact associated
with constructing large scale,”
Yamada revealed.

Minor maintenance, like replacing
filters or refilling chemicals, would
be done by the user or distributor
every few months, while annual
maintenance would be undertaken
by professionals.

He was, however, quick to admit
his company was not the only one in
the market and that currently his
was “not the cheapest system on the
market”.

He also noted it was still almost
twice as expensive as the current
cost of water in Japan.

Yamada said there was still
some reluctance towards the use
of recycled water.

“I think there is definitely a certain
psychological hurdle to using recycled
water but it’s really no different than
your local shower. So I think often
when people experience our showers,
they say this is really no different to
my regular shower.”
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