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Japan aids Caribbean Sargassum fight

BARBADOS IS ONE of five Caribbean countries to
benefit from US$10 million granted by the Japanese
government to help in the fight against the influx
of Sargassum seaweed.

The project was highlighted by Chitaru Shimizu,
director for Mexico, Central America and the
Caribbean Division of the Latin American and
Caribbean Affairs Department of Japan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.

He was speaking on Monday in Tokyo to
journalists from Barbados and Jamaica who have
joined colleagues from the Pacific Islands for the
Association for the Promotion of International
Cooperation’s 2022 Japan Journalism Fellowship.

The other islands which have benefited from the
aid to manage the pelagic seaweed are Antigua and
Barbuda, Grenada, St Christopher and Nevis, and
St Vincent and the Grenadines.

“This 1s a project to supply and support the
equipment in order to take Sargassum seaweed
and also monitor the incoming Sargassum,”
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Shimizu said. He added the project will also foster
a “network of the information-sharing among those
countries affected by Sargassum”.

The aims are not only to tackle the seaweed itself]
but also promote regional cooperation on the issue,
he said.

Shimizu noted the seaweed, which has
been blanketing the beaches of Barbados and
neighbouring islands for about a decade, has the
potential to affect “not only the tourism [industry]
but the fisheries as well”, both important industries
in the affected countries.

“I have been to Antigua and Barbuda and I have
seen the Sargassum weed coming over to the beach
of beautiful Barbuda. It is such a great threat to
those countries [which] depend on tourism because
all tourists come to these Caribbean islands to enjoy
the beach and then the beaches are full with this
Sargassum,” he added.

“And this is not just a small trend. It has been
around ten years since the Sargassum weed has

been affecting this region, so we have provided the
equipment to manage, to take away from the same
beaches or to cateh it in the sea.”

Shimizu said the project was just one way
Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs seeks to enhance
cooperation with members of CARICOM, and
that the aid was distributed to regional countries
regardless of their income.

“We have made very significant efforts to
strengthen ties with the region by sending our
highest officials. We have very strong economic ties
and deep ties with the region,” he said.

The Sargassum seaweed has blanketed Barbadoes
South and East Coast beaches, with fishermen
complaining about its impact on their boats and
livelihoods, and residents saying its stench was
unbearable as it rotted on the shore.

It was back in 2015 that 42 of the island’s
critically endangered Hawkshill sea turtles were
trapped by, and later suffocated and died, in the
seaweed at Long Beach, Christ Church.
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