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“Tropical Light” -Photographs by Floyd K. Takeuchi-
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“Tropical Light” -Photographs by Floyd K. Takeuchi-
Two Kinds of Tropical Light

There’s a special light that one finds in the equatorial tropics - it is crystal clear in the early morning as a blazing sun burns
away the last vestiges of night. By noon, the light often is hazy, still intense, but muted by thick humidity and clouds.

This photographic project celebrates two kinds of tropical light. The first is nature’s light that bathes the beautiful islands within
Chuuk Lagoon with a hard, contrasty light. The second is the light of knowledge, a steady light that glows quietly on a hill called “Mabuchi”
on the island of Weno. That is where Xavier High School, a Jesuit mission school, has trained generations of Micronesia-region leaders for
more than six decades.

Both types of light are linked by the reality of economic challenges, social stresses and the weight of lowered expectations.
Chuuk State is one of four in the Federated States of Micronesia, a diverse collection of islands, cultures and languages that sweep across
the northwest Pacific just above the Equator. Of the four states, Chuuk is often considered a near failed state for its lack of economic
development, an ongoing Diaspora of islanders to Guam, Hawaii and the U.S. mainland, and a public education system that struggles to
produce citizens ready to take on the challenges and opportunities of the 21st Century.

In “Tropical Light,” I seek to remind the viewer that Chuuk is also a place of almost indescribable beauty. It's blues and greens
are rich and deep, its ocean a mix of crystalline blue and turquoise that stun the senses. And on Mabuchi Hill, Xavier High School proves
every year, year after year, that excellence and education can go hand in hand in Chuuk.

In that sense, “Tropical Light” is a celebration of God'’s Light, His reminder that we can find beauty and inspiration no matter

where we look or what we “see.”

Floyd K. Takeuchi
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Xavier High School

Xavier High School is a Jesuit mission school that has, with limited financial resources but with unlimited faith and dedication,
trained most of the Western Pacific’s leaders for more than 60 years. As a sign of its reach and influence, the current and two immediate
past presidents of the Federated States of Micronesia are Xavier graduates. The president of Palau also attended the small school on Weno
Island in Chuuk State, FSM.

Jesuits from the New York Province opened Xavier High School in 1952 initially as a seminary. But it quickly became apparent
to the priests that while more seminarians was a worthy goal, the islands of the then Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, formerly the
Japanese Mandated Islands, desperately needed leaders to guide the war-torn islands to eventual self-government and independence.

The first graduating class matriculated in 1956. The school admitted girls in the mid-1970s. Over the years, the school
expanded from its “Japanese building” to numerous classrooms, a library and boys dorm. The original Japanese-era building, built before
World War II by the Mabuchi Company of Yokohama as the major communications center for Japan's Imperial Navy, is still in use,
rehabilitated a few years ago by Mabuchi.

What hasn't changed is the school's small size - fewer than 200 students in grades 9 through 12 - and a reliance on rigorous
intellectual discipline, high expectations of behavior, a dedication of service to others, and a strong core of faith. Interestingly, while most
students are Roman Catholic, there are many Protestants, too.

In a part of the Pacific where public education has struggled to prepare students for contemporary life, Xavier is a reminder of

what is possible with dedication, focus, discipline and abiding faith.
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A boat, a beach, blue skies and the sea — Chuuk Lagoon
in one view.
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Small boats ply Chuuk Lagoon, water taxis taking people
from one island to another all day long.
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Chuuk’s Roman Catholic cathedral stands out against

a dark green expanse of trees and coconut palms on
Weno Island.
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The clouds over Pacific Islands are as beautiful as the
islands they tower over.
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The water was like a mirror as we followed a boat
heading across Chuuk Lagoon.
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An endless ocean, a broad expanse of sky and clouds,
and small islands — that's how I think of Micronesia.

the photograph.
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This small, uninhabited island appeared on the horizon as our
boat slowly made its way across Chuuk Lagoon. I waited until the
reflection of the storm cloud lined up with the island, and then made
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This photograph was taken just after sunrise, when the
land was still in the shadows but the clouds captured
the sun’s bright rays.

Lagoon Light Three - EZHED Yt 3-
JEDNEDWTE TV, TONSIRFICEED 1<
FEREIE STz, T D%, ZEITHID N o T,

A storm was coming, but the light on the little island
was perfect. Then the rainbow formed in the sky.
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The shade on this small, privately-owned island was
welcoming in the hot tropical sun.
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Xavier High School
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Xavier High School, Mabuchi Hill

PEDVEROKREZY T FOOOELICAHE L TS, YT FDmEWNS DIE, MEOEREHSIEROAAICHNKT S
LD, 4 EOTFHETOREZEYNZ, B AT OIS [HHAHEOMEMR & L CREDETEEDTH %,

The Xavier High School campus sits atop Mabuchi Hill, named for the Yokohama construction firm that built the large two-
story building at upper right as a communications station for the Japanese Imperial Navy before World War II.
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Students prepare for a junior class science lab. The
facilities are simple, but the learning is profound.
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Xavier High School believes in collaborative learning,
as seen in this photograph of sophomores working
together to define pelvic inflammatory disease in
science class.
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A small crucifix, attached to a pen taking notes in

physics class, is a simple reminder of a student’s Roman
Catholic faith.
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Omi Adelbai of Palau, a senior at the time, sits on a
large piece of driftwood illuminated by the first rays of
morning light. Omi was participating in the senior class
retreat on Pisar Island in Chuuk Lagoon.
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Seniors have one last chance to bond as a group

during their final retreat just before graduation. In this
photograph, a Marshallese boy strums a ukulele to the
delight of his classmates, girls from Yap and Palau.
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Floyd K. Takeuchi is a writer-photographer who is based in Honolulu, Hawaii. He's particular interested in how
traditional cultures in the Asia-Pacific region adapt to contemporary society.

His interest in the confluence of tradition and modernity is a reflection of his upbringing. Floyd is a third-generation
American of Japanese ancestry who was born and raised on Majuro Atoll in the Marshall Islands. He's also lived in Baltimore,
Maryland; Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands; Boston, Massachusetts; Hagatna, Guam; Suva, Fiji; Tokyo, Japan; and Honolulu,
Hawaii. In each place, he’s been an outsider observing traditions and customs that were not necessarily his own.

Floyd's 40-year professional career has been primarily in journalism. He’s been a newspaper reporter and editor; a
radio news director; a radio and television correspondent; a magazine editor and publisher; and, he served as president of two
media companies and a holding company. He also served as press secretary to a Member of the U.S. Congress from Hawaii.
Recently, he has been a public relations executive and strategic communications adviser to multi-billion dollar enterprises in
Hawaii.

In his photographic career, Floyd has had numerous solo shows in Honolulu, including major exhibits at the
University of Hawaii-Manoa, East-West Center, the Honolulu Club, Oahu Country Club, and Gallery at Ward Centre, where he
was an artist-member. He also won “Best in Show” for his photograph, “Pualani,” at the 2014 juried group exhibit “Elements” in
Honolulu.

Floyd has published four books featuring his photographs and writing, as well as an e-book. He is a member of Waka
Photos, a photo agency that specializes in Oceania.

More on Floyd's work can be found at www.floydtakeuchi.com.
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