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Bringing the Pacific to Tokyo g %‘5 }; - é Eh ; ;:j n
By Floyd K. Takeuchi M ® o ;% |} © =) P
Photographers make photographs for many reasons - to tell a story, to capture a memory, to present an emotion, among others. In the case of the images in E‘C: ?‘L % % 7 = 5:?\ Z j?( I
my “Tropical Light” exhibit, which runs from May 12, 2017 to June 9, 2017 at Sophia University in Tokyo, the photographs are a means to share my hope that — F D @ T E : Yo C
e . ‘ o <& 57 - Y
they will inspire Micronesians and non-Micronesians alike. L T’% IZ = & K 7 B 33
Inspire them to safeguard the almost indescribable beauty of the islands and ocean in and around Chuuk Lagoon. Inspire them to believe in the potential for fCO fé’ - 90 fii K v
%oV <% T M
excellence in education in the islands, as exemplified in the images of young people striving for the best at Xavier High School on Weno Island. X T z % L
Based on my conversations with people who attended the opening of “Tropical Light” on May 12, I think I may have made some successful inroads. I was % Zt ;f;' % EE} C {E v
struck by how many people shared with me that they were overwhelmed by the beauty of these small, far-away islands. Others were moved by the photos of 5 L( N g 5 &b\ i t
healthy, happy young people living a life filled with learning at Xavier High School, % * v B BT ’E‘ 7o
I noted the comments of one person who attended my lecture on what I try to accomplish in my cross-cultural photography. The individual wrote: “Before iy z ]—? % % l)Jr + 2
attending the lecture, I only knew of Micronesia by its name. I was very much touched with the people’s strength and beauty depicted in your beautiful pictures. I T ! /:T\ H AN gé ? p
. - . i e M I el e g
have realized the power of photography and the beauty of traditional cultures in contemporary societies. I now really want to visit Micronesia. % T £ g Wt 3 = |
A photographer can ask for no more—to move viewers emotionally, to broaden their understanding of the physical world, to suggest a spiritual world beyond b AN 7 ljf\ % ﬁE\ b ‘/
the obvious. = EI%&% Xf L B 7 ya)
I thank The Association for Promotion of International Cooperation and Sophia University for giving me the opportunity to share my photography and vision. E % % 7z T ]‘)\/ ;’;E
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My Future in Japan
By Shaun Mingii

For thirteen years I lived in Pohnpei; an island state of the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM). It was because I lived on this island
during my childhood that I started wanting to travel to new places to see new things and to meet new people. I got tired of seeing the same
things everyday. I wanted my days to be filled with excitement and surprises; not the same routines to which I had become accustomed. So
when the opportunity for me to leave Pohnpei presented itself, I took it without hesitation.

That opportunity was for me to travel to Chuuk, another state of the FSM, and attend Xavier High School, the best high school Micronesia
has to offer. I knew instantly that I belonged at this school because it gave me both the chance to study at a top school and to travel to a new
place. My first three years at Xavier were great, but as senior year approached, I started seriously considering my future. I started asking
myself questions. What do I want to become or what do I want to do in the future? More importantly, which college or university will best
help me achieve my goals? I applied to a variety of colleges and universities just to expand my opportunities. Then, when my principal
recommended Sophia University, I realized that it might be the best university fit for me. It is located in Japan, a place I have always wanted
to visit, and is one of the top private schools in Japan. I know that it will be difficult for me to adjust to Japanese customs, but that is one of
the reasons I want to study in Japan. I get to see new things, meet new people, and learn about their culture. While I push myself out of my
comfort zone and grow as a person. So I put all of my effort onto the scholarship for Sophia University. I was overjoyed and relieved when I
was notified that I had been offered the scholarship.

It is thanks to the supporters of this scholarship that I am able to pursue higher education in Japan. I am truly grateful for this
opportunity. Without APIC, and all the other supporters and benefactors, studying in Japan would have been impossible for me. So for now,
all T can say is thank you to all the supporters of the scholarship. Their generosity will not be put to waste. My future in Japan is set, and I
look forward to everything ahead.
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