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did not believe the email at first,
“Congratulations, you've been selected to
go to Japan for an exchange programme...
I thought it was spam or something,
then T got the call and I was so excited!” Final year
student, Kimberly Browne of The UWI St. Augustine
campus captured the sentiments of seven other UWI
business and tech students from each of The UWT's
four campuses who were selected to participate
in a one-month exchange programme at Sophia
University. The initiative which is funded by the Japan-
based Association for Promotion of International
Cooperation (APIC), seeks to promote international
cooperation and deepen mutual understanding
between Japan and various countries, but in the words
of Aaron Boodram, The UWI St. Augustine, final year
student in Management Studies, “we'll get to that later,
there’s so much to tell”

Embarking on the trip of a lifetime requires some
legwork and all the students agreed that they were fully
prepped for the experience thanks to APIC who helped

them with everything from attaining their VISAs to
what to expect in Tokyo. The students took it upon
themselves to create a WhatsApp chat group since they
knew little of each other before the programme. The
first time the entire group met was their first night in
Japan. With little sleep, 14 hours of flying behind them
and school the next day, they could feel themselves
already changed, not only by Japan, but also by each
other. Dane Miller, Computer Science major at The
UWI Mona campus with a soft spoken demeanour,
spoke about how his classes at Sophia University,
specifically the Media and Contemporary Issues in
Japan class that took him out of his comfort zone, “We
had to interview Japanese people on the street and in
my field, Computer Science, we never do anything like
that and at first it was strange.”

Educational exchange is at the core of the
UWI-Sophia initiative which is part of a wider
cooperation programme between CARICOM and
Japan. The initiative also includes a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) signed in September 2015 by

PHOTOGRAPHY BY: SOPHIA UNIVERSITY, JAPAN
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Sasha Santiago *A (EEXPEBXFHTHE)

I'm a simple island girl who spent 19 years of my life in one place, a small island called
Pohnpei. A year ago I never would have imagined that I would be visiting Japan. [ was

scrolling through my college newsfeed a few months ago when [ saw the article on an

application to visit Japan. I did not really think much about it but [ decided to give it a try.
After turning in my essay [ started wishing and hoping day after day that I would be picked and have the opportunity
to have my first trip away from home.

[ can still remember the day I got that email saying that [ was selected. [ was jumping around in joy and I was
so ready to start packing my bags. We got here on November 1st and the first thing in my mind was to explore and
see all that Japan has to offer. I was already expecting to see wonderful things here in Japan but what I did experience
was way more than just wonderful. There are really no words strong enough to describe all that I have learned and
experienced in this country. They are considered one of the most developed countries in the world for a lot of reasons
that include the inventions of many advanced technology, the neatness and etc., but I am more impressed with the
people. The punctuality, the hard work, and kindness of the people contributed a lot to the success of the country.

[ learned a lot from this program and for that [ will forever be grateful for the APIC program. I hope that this
program continues, and that there will be future students who would have the opportunity to be able to see and learn

about Japan the way I did.

P. J. Etnol & ®E=xzxcwe)

I never imagined in my life that I will received this kind of opportunity to travel abroad
especially visit Japan. When I receive an email about this trip, I told myself is this real?

Why? Being picked to be an Ambassador of the College of Micronesia to Japan was really

tough job for me why? This is the first time for me to travel to foreign countries so I am
really lucky and fortunate and at the same time this trip marked the beginning of who [ am in foreign countries.

[ am really surprised and impressed by many things especially the people of Japan. When I was in Pohnpei I
always heard from my families that staying abroad in the USA territory that some of them are having problem
because of discrimination and racist people they encountered. Since last two weeks [ am here I never encountered
situation like that. The people of Japan are really kind and care for others even though I do not speak Japanese I
understand them. So this impression [ will take it home and spread the message to the people of Pohnpei from what
[ felt and experienced here. The omotenashi or hospitality I receive from the people of Japan and I will never forget.
Another thing that I am impressed by the students of Japan is teamwork and the sense of humor that each and
everybody share with each other. Every task that was given to each student they help each other to succeed. One
thing [ cannot forget in this trip the hospitality of our sponsor family. I would like to share also my deepest gratitude
to Kinpara family for their omotenashi that they share with us. Thank You Very Much only God above can pay back
everything.
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“Tropical Light” ~ Photographs by Floyd K. Takeuchi
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